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Subject History If applicable, theme 
for WSEE 

 

If applicable, 
category for 
language essays 

 If applicable, 
subjects used for 
WSEE 
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May 2018 

Assessment of extended essay 

Criteria Mark awarded Commentary 

A: Focus and 
method 

[6] 

3 There is a research question, but the 
wording is not very coherent and it is not 
entirely clear what the investigation will aim 
to achieve or how this will be done. An RQ is 
stated but not clearly expressed. The intent 
is more or less understood, however. The 
types of sources to be used are mentioned 
in the introduction and are generally 
relevant and there is some evidence that 
their selection was informed. For the most 
part, there is some adherence to the 
method and some focus is kept on the 
research question. Best fit is the low end of 
the 3-4 band. 

B: Knowledge and 
understanding 

3 There is some knowledge of the topic, with 
reference being made to events in the 
Vietnam War, and so this is relevant and 
appropriate. There is limited/some 
understanding of the sources used but their 



[6] application is only partially effective. There 
is some historical context. Low end of the 3-
4 band is the best fit. 

C: Critical thinking 

[12] 

3 Although there is some research, the 
analysis is limited. An argument is outlined 
but is incomplete with little attention paid to 
possible counter-arguments or alternative 
interpretations. The candidate sets out to 
state an argument and to select 
material/state opinions to support it. This 
suggests limited understanding (see 
B).There is no explicit evaluation of sources 
beyond, perhaps, a blanket rejection of the 
reliability of media reporting. 

D: Presentation 

[4] 

2 The formal presentation is acceptable but 
there are weaknesses in the structure that 
inhibit the reading and understanding of the 
extended essay. The presentation of the 
photographs is poor, lacking referencing, 
and there are no sub-headings to indicate 
how the argument is structured. 

Under the new requirements this essay 
must be referred as a possible case of 
academic misconduct due to incorrect and 
inconsistent citing and referencing. 

E: Engagement 

[6] 

(not included) 

2 The reflections are mainly descriptive, 
although there are glimpses of an insight 
into issues with sources. 

Total marks 
awarded 

13/34 A weak extended essay that is hampered by 
a poorly worded research question. Also, 
clearly, the intention is to support a 
hypothesis with selective arguments that do 
not consider any alternative interpretation 



of events. There is little here on how the 
impact of reporting on the American public 
is measured, beyond rather general 
assertions regarding the impact of 
television news. Understanding of the 
events of the war that are mentioned is 
rather poor and sources are not evaluated. 
There is limited application of critical 
thinking and analysis is weak. Overall, there 
is an absence of source evaluation and a 
limited attempt to support a dubious 
argument with weakly supported assertions. 

	


